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NIRANJAN RAJYAGURU

Akademi Award: Folk Music [Gujarat)

Born on 24 December 1954 in
Mandalikpur village of District Junagadh
of Gujarat, Shri Niranjan Rajyaguruis an
eminent poet, research scholar, writer,
critic and reviewer in Gujarati
magazines. His primary education was
in the Ghoghavadar village of
Saurashtra. In 1978 he got his Master's
degree in Gujarati and Folklore from
Saurashtra University, Rajkot. In 1982 he
received the doctoral degree,
Vidyavachaspati from Saurashtra
University for 'Dasi Jivan - Life &
Literature' (life and works of Dasi Jivan -
a saint poet, and his saintly
contemporaries of Gujarat).

Miranjan Rajyaguru's work in literary
criticism is multifaceted. He is a
recognized PhD referee-examiner in the
subject of Gujarati language and
literature. He is also a B-high grade artist
of Radio, and a folk song, folk tale and
devotional music artist as well as a
folklore expert of Prasar Bharati -
Doordarshan.

Miranjan Rajyaguru has sung hundreds

of Gujarati bhajans and folksongs. He is
an outstanding folk artist of the
Saurashtra region. Since the year 2018,
he has been giving discourses in Gujarati
and Hindi on traditional Gujarati folklore,
folk music and folk culture.

For his contribution in the field of folk
music, Shri Niranjan Rajyaguru has been
honoured with several awards and
fellowships including the Senior
Research Fellowship of Gujarat Sahitya
Academy, Gandhinagar (1990); B.K.
Parekh Foundation, Mumbai Fellowship
{(1991); Dr Homi Bhabha National
Fellowship (1992); Padma Shri Kavi Kag
Award (2008); Dasi Jivan Award (1992);
Foolchhab Award (2011); Gaurav
Puraskar from Gujarat State Sangeet
Matak Academy (2012); Zaverchand
Meghani Award (2017), and Sanskar
Vibhushan Puraskar (2017).

Shri Niranjan Rajyaguru receives the
Sangeel Natak Akademi Award for the
year 2018 for his contribution to the folk
music of Gujarat.
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